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- I feel that the following is important enough to warraent

. ) your attention even at this busy tine T understand that at

: the VBB luncheon today you approved the veply to Brezhnev's
message on the false zalert, which I have marked "A",

Unfortunately, and probably lnadvertently, you were
working from a DOD draft that I, Reggie, and at least some
ofthe NSC staff feel is braouitously insulting and inanpropriate
for the Carter/Brezhnev channel.

I strongly suggest » and I feel Reggie would concur,
that you work from the draft, marked "B", which incorporates
Reggle's 1deas, those of the NSC stai'l’, as well as my - own.
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Draft Oral Message to President Brezhnev

You expressed concern in your message over reports
of a technical malfunction during a military training
exercise.

I want to make clear that the instance to which you
refer is not a legitimate basis for questioning United
States control of its forces., This instance in fact
demonstrates that the multiplé safequards we employ
operate reliably in precluding any inChppropriate.
conseguences.

Having looked into the matter thoroughly, I can tell
you that the press accounts upon which your message was
baéed were incomplete and therefore misleading. At the
time of the reported incident the degree of alert of US
strategic offensive forces was not raised above its usual
level. It does not serve the purposes of peace or
mutual understanding to exaggerate such instances in

diplomatic exchﬁnges< or to exploit them for purposes

of propagand{i]

f ¢ You may be assured that the control of the offensive

A

;:vahM‘ use of our forces is totally reliable.

wnth

%Lﬁﬂf . ‘

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: THEODORE SELLIN
DATE/CASE ID: 23 DEC 2002 199804489

. . - UNCLASSIFIED

h i



